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remarkable tool now being employed in our own library, 
as well as in libraries from the largest university to 
the smallest college and from the smallest public library to 
the high volume state library processing centers. The true 
test of the indexes now in use lies in the actual reduction 
of searching time in the National Union Catalog b — 
than ninety percent. Our statistics show that searc 

LC card number is a tremendous asset, and we ening 
agree with the RECON Working Task Force report which 
states, “The LC card number was singled out as the most 
useful access point...’ 


* Impressive Savings Were Realized 


In our library approximately one half of the recent 
imprint books can be searched in the existing indexes. 
According to, our studies, it takes approximately twenty 
minutes per title for a competent enry technician or, 
frequently, a cataloger to search the National Union 
Catalog foe an entry. Our library, typically, has a staff 
shortage, and the promise of reducing at least a portion of 
the NUC searching to a clerical function first stimulated 
us to try the index. 


Training high school to use the took only a 
few minutes, and their searching performance was a 
remarkable statistic! Each title cou uid e found and copied 
on a Polaroid camera in about one ae a half minutes. 
The savings in time have permitted the professional staff 
to emphasize those problems demanding their professional 
skill. This alone would justify the use of the indexes, but 
the additional saving 7 approximately $1.20 per book 
further warrants careful examination of these indexes. 
Because of their acquisition we estimate a savings of more 
than $2000 this year and, even more importantly, our 
staff will be able to handle exceptionally heavy workloads. 


Because we are reclassifying our collection from Dewey 
to LC, we have ordered the retrospective indexes and. feel 
that the savings will fully justify their initial cost. 
Libraries that are doing heavy retrospective buying, have a 
significant approval program, or receive many books as 
gifts will also want to give serious consideration to the 
purchase of the retrospective indexes. 


* On-Line Index to be Available 


The American Indexing Company, in addition to indexes 
to the National Union Catalogs, has announced that it will 
not only produce hard-copy indexes to the Mansell publi- 
cation ry to the MARC tapes, but will also be offering an 
on-line i a system. This on-line computer system will 
incorporate the most current MARC tapes and NUC as 
well as retrospective information in its data base.(1) 


This on-line index, called the Patterdex, will be demon- 
strated at the ASIS convention and should be- of great 
value in our library. We are told that this system will be 
operated through computer. terminals and will accept LC 
card numbers in any sequence reproducing the listing with 
full location information. Further, the system is said to 
produce a decklet of punched cards for any entry found 
in the MARC tapes or in the growing data base. This 
decklet will then become the input request mechanism 
for the subsequent production of cataloging data in a form 


1 Any librarian interested in further materia! describing these indexes should 
contact the American Indexing Company in Marblehead, Massachusetts rather 
than writing directly to us. 
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